THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

ship of the Sun and the Serpent appear to have
been essentially the same in Asia and in America.
Moreover, in the new, as in the old world, the
people who worshipped the serpent were of Solar
race; the kings claimed divine honours, while
living, as the Sun-god personified; and after
death they were worshipped as deities. The laws,
too, and the social and other customs, which were
in use in America at the time of its discovery,
so greatly resembled those of the Sun-worshipping
countries of the old world, that there seems good
reason to believe in that Asiatic origin, of the
religion and civilization of the Indian nations of
America, which has been suggested by several
writers. Even the lasso and the scalping-knife
appear to have been taken from Asia.1 :

1 Herodotus, Melpomene, Ixiv,; Polymnia, Ixxxvi.
ShahnSma, Atkinson, 212, 240.
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